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membership was the Arcadia; indeed, it was probably the
most celebrated academy of the whole eighteenth century.
During the long residence of Queen Christina of Sweden
in Rome men of letters and cultured ladies and gentlemen
had frequently met together in her hospitable villa. Queen
Christina's salon came to an end with her death, in 1689.
Nevertheless, the company who used to forgather did not
disperse* One spring day in the year 1692 some fourteen of
them were walking and talking of literature and reciting their
verses in the Prati di Castello, the meadows behind the Castle
of Sant' Angelo. One of the company exclaimed happily,
" It seems to-day as if Arcadia were reviving for us! " The
idea was taken up enthusiastically, and on that day Arcadia
was founded.
The new academy was a brilliant success from the first. All
the cultured Roman nobles and ecclesiastical dignitaries wished
to join it. A constitution and statutes were drafted by Gian
Vincenzo Gravina, a brilliant young Professor of Law at the
Sapienza, himself an original member of Arcadia, The first
President, or Custode Generate, was a literary priest, Gian Mario
Crescimbene. Ladies could become members of the Academy.
The Arcadians met at first in the palace of Don Livio Odescalchi,
but in 1725 King John V of Portugal, who was at Rome and
greatly honoured by the attentions of Arcadia, presented to
the Academy the Bosco Parrasio, a villa on the Janiculuin.
This was the seat of Arcadia until the Academy disappeared
in the storm of the French Revolution.
The active life of Arcadia, from 1692 to 1795, extended over
all Italy. At first, naturally, it drew its members from Roman
society and letters and art: Alessandro Guidi, SMo Stam-
piglia, men of letters; Carlo Maratti, painter, Arcangelo
Corelli, violinist and composer; others of less note. Some,
probably most, of the members were just interested amateurs,
cultured abdti, nobles who posed as Maecenas, ladies who liked
to sparkle in an intellectual company, A famous member about
the year 1775 was Maria Maddalena Morelli, a poetess, the
original of Madame de Stael's Corinne. The great Metasfcasb